
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP 

Minutes 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 10 Mill Street Cazenovia NY 13035 
 

About 50 members, Board directors and officers and members of the community attended CPF’s annual 
membership meeting in the meeting hall at St. Peter’s Church of Cazenovia at 7:15 PM on Tuesday, May 28, 2019. 
 
President’s Remarks:  
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation President Carlos Gavilondo opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking 
everyone for joining CPF on this spring evening. On behalf of the CPF Board of Directors, Carlos extended heartfelt 
thanks to Judy Gianforte, conservation manager and Jessica Trefz, administrative assistant and Jen Wong, 
development director for all their hard work keeping CPF running and for putting together tonight’s meeting. Carlos 
also thanked St. Peter’s Church for the use of the Parish Hall to host the Annual Meeting this evening and for being 
CPF’s home for many years. He thanked Marjie Tormey for being the hostess this evening and once again putting 
out a fine spread for all to enjoy.  
 
Several members of the Board of Directors were present: Jim Tobey, Carl Stearns, Jim Steinberg, John Bowser, and 
Craig Buckhout, and Carlos thanked them for their continued work on behalf of CPF.   
 
Carlos then read aloud the Proof of Notice, which states that the legally required notices announcing this annual 
meeting had been sent to the membership per the by-laws, and once read were certified.  
 
Minutes Approval: 
 
Jim Evans motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the annual meeting held on May 22, 2018, and to 
accept them as presented. Motion was seconded by Wally McDonald; the motion carried. Minutes approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
John presented the Operational Expenses for 2018. The total yearly expense to run CPF was $73,000. The largest 
expenses continue to be personnel expenses such as salaries and taxes ($49,000) and insurance for properties and 
personnel ($10,000).  The rest of expenses (approx. $14,000) consisted of other office administrative expenses and 
professional services such as payroll and accountant services.  Over all it continues to be a lean operation.  
 
2018 Operational Income totaled $55,000. The majority of CPF’s income comes from membership dues and in 2018 
that totaled $41,000.  Investment income as always is a risk but in 2018 CPF earned $5,000 in investment income.  
The rest of income came from money raised at CPF events such as Walk Among the Spirits and the Turkey Trot 
($1,000) and from additional gifts which are often designated for projects or memorials ($5,000). Unfortunately due 
to weather issues a night of WATS had to be canceled and the Turkey Trot was snowed out so there was some loss 
of income on events. Also there was no major CPF fundraising event held in 2018, so 2018 closed with a deficit of 
around $18,000.  
 
In 2018 CPF had over $148,000 of active grant funds. These funds are kept in a restricted investment account and 
the money is only spent on the projects for which it is designated. These funds are not considered income until they 
are expensed out during the project work. Active grants in 2018 included the continuing Pushlar Farm FPIG ($0), 
repairs to the Gorge Trail washout damages ($61,000), the LTA Strategic Plan ($18,000) and LTA Capacity 
($4,000) grants and the purchase and work on the Burlingame Gateway property ($59,000).  $5,000 was returned to 
the CNY Community Foundation from the remainder of a previous grant for use on Carpenter’s Pond.   
 
 
 
 
 



Election of Directors: 
 
2019 sees four directors coming off the Board; Nicki Donlin, Sam Shotzberger, Carl Stearns and Thad Yorks. All 
four have completed the final year of their first or second terms. Carlos thanked them for their excellent work on the 
behalf of CPF, their contributions have been many and meaningful. Carlos also thanked the continuing directors for 
their work as well and for all they do for CPF.   
 
The Nominating Committee proposed the following directors for a first three-year term 2019-2021: 
 
Steve Dorus 
David Gerber 
Baird Hansen 
 
Carlos moved to accept the proposed slate as presented by the nominating committee, John Bowser seconded the 
motion; the motion was carried.   
 
The following members were proposed for a one-year term as officers: 
 
President: Carlos Gavilondo  
Vice-President: Jim Steinberg 
Treasurer: John Bowser  
Executive Secretary: Anne Saltman 
 
Carlos moved to accept the proposed slate as presented by the nominating committee, Bob Constable seconded the motion; 
the motion carried. 
 
 
2018 was very busy for CPF!  In July the Land Trust Alliance formally announced that CPF had achieved official 
accreditation. This was a huge milestone for CPF and will open great opportunities in the future. CPF held the usual 
slate of ‘Walks and Talks’ this year featuring an “Edibles” walk, a geological tour of Fairchild Hill, and a historic 
barn tour. Judy once again led the 4th grade classes on the Local History Tours which are always enjoyed by many 
young residents. Unfortunately one night of Walk Among the Spirits and the Turkey Trot in its entirety were 
canceled due to weather conditions.  The major repairs to the washout damage from the July 2017 microburst done 
to the Gorge Trail was completed. The work was funded by grants from the John Ben Snow Foundation, CNY 
Community Foundation, and NYS Conservation Partnership Program. The repairs were effective in fixing the 
damage as well as shoring up parts of the trail to prevent damage in the future. CPF closed on the purchase of the 
Burlingame Gateway property and installed a parking area, an accessible trail which connects to the existing system 
(which has been remarked) and new kiosks. On June 1st 2019, will be the ‘grand opening’ celebration of the 
Gateway and all are invited.  During the winter an event was held at the Jephson Estate by Brian and Linda Osborne 
to thank CPF’s loyal volunteers, Board and supporters. It was a fantastic way to honor all the work and ways that the 
community supports CPF- without you all there would be no CPF!  
 
 
Recognition and Awards: 
 
Carlos presented the 2018 awards: 
 

• Robert C. Webster Award: Thad Yorks        
• Community Award: American Legion Post 88 Veterans Baseball Field                
• Restoration Award (Residential): Heidi Raaven (Century House, 36 Albany St.)   

 
At the conclusion of the awards the formal portion of the meeting was adjourned.  
  
 



The program portion of the evening was the follow-up to the work started at the 2018 Annual Meeting which kicked 
off the ‘walking tours’ and interviews with the community as part of the Strategic Plan. The new five-year plan has 
been completed and will be presented to the membership formally.   
 
A brief reception followed the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jessica Trefz 
6/8/2019 


